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Did you remember to get your loved one
something special for Valentine’s Day?

I heard two young kids the other day at
H.E.B. in the card aisle choosing valentine
cards with their Mom. Their conversation
was adorable. “Who is that one for? Jonah?
Is he your Valentine?” It reminded me of
the time my Mom bought cards for me to
pass out to my friends in elementary
school. 

Did you know that the earliest written
record of Valentine’s Day being a romantic
celebration was in Geoffrey Chaucer’s 1375
poem “Parliament of Foules”? What
memories do you have of Valentine’s Day? 

Happy Valentines Day
by Anthony Delgado

S T O R Y  G A T H E R I N G

COUNTY CLERK QUIZ

BROWN FAMILY & THE
TEXAS RANGERS

NEW MUSEUM EXHIBIT
AT SUTHERLAND
SPRINGS
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black history month 

We hope you will attend Dr. Melinda Creech’s event
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February’s Meeting Program

One of our own, Anthony Delgado, will be the guest speaker at our
February 20th meeting. Anthony is an Air Force veteran with 40 years
of combined military and civilian service. He enjoys researching local
history and the many families who made that history. He is proud to
be a descendant of the first Spanish colonial settlers of Texas and the
many 18th and 19th century rancheros and rancheras whose ranches
once occupied all of present day Wilson County and beyond.

At our next meeting, Anthony will share what he learned about the
subjects in an original February 1818 Spanish colonial slavery-related
document from the Bexar Archives. He will highlight the life and times
of the three enslaved girls who were freed that glorious day 206 years
ago as well as the life of the woman who, with her signature affixed to
this official document, declared “...that for no reason may they
become enslaved again.”
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Support local history.

Sutherland Springs Museum 
Launches New Exhibit

Melinda Creech, PhD, shows Dave Carlson, PhD, Bexar County Archivist, the new exhibit which
opened February 3rd at the Sutherland Springs Historical Museum. Dr Creech created and curated
the exhibit.

On Saturday, February 3rd, the Sutherland Springs Historical Museum
opened its newest exhibit--The Enslaved People of J.H. Polley Plantation.
This 29-panel exhibit provides a glimpse into the lives of those enslaved at
the Polley plantation. Each panel contains a short biography and a unique,
Texas historic quilt square to represent the panel’s subject as photographs
of these resilient people have not been found. Showcased on the panels are:
Jim Bailey, Anna Henderson, Anne Nious, Albert Nious, Theodore
Henderson, James Nious, Peter Matilda, Josie Nious, Burell Montgomery,
Matilda Bird Nious, Theresa McCloud (Moore), Bill Robinson, Alex Morgan,
Jack Robinson, Bill Perkins Morgan, Reuben Robinson, Cato Morgan, Anna
Wash, Celia Morgan, Murray Wash, Eliza “Lilly” Morgan, Orange Wash, Joe
Cato Morgan, Buck Winn, Melinda (Perkins) Morgan McPherson, John,
Charlotte, Hester, Fannie, Anne, Rachel Stevenson Wash Morgan, Mammy
Belle, and Uncle Bubba. 

The Sutherland Springs Historical Museum is open the first Saturday of each
month. Be sure to stop by this wonderful gem in our county. 
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March Floresville Opry



Be sure to check
out our Website
and "like" our
Facebook page

facebook.com/wilsoncountyhistorical society

https://www.wilsoncountyhistory.org

Have you
visited the

Wilson
County
Clerk's
Official

Records Site?

https://wilson.tx.publicsearch.us/
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What is the latest thing you researched in the
County Clerk’s records?
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A  y o u n g  S a n d f o r d  B r o w n  ( 1 8 3 0 - 1 9 1 6 )  a n d
h i s  f a m i l y  a r r i v e d  i n  T e x a s  i n  1 8 3 7 .  H e  w a s
a b o u t  s e v e n  y e a r s  o l d  a t  t h e  t i m e .  H i s
f a m i l y  s e t t l e d  a l o n g  t h e  C i b o l o  R i v e r ,  n e a r
p r e s e n t  d a y  S u t h e r l a n d  S p r i n g s ,  T e x a s .  
S t a r t i n g  t h e  f a m i l y  t r a d i t i o n  S a n d f o r d
m u s t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  T e x a s  M o u n t e d
V o l u n t e e r s  o f  C o m p a n y  C  i n  D e c e m b e r  o f
1 8 5 4 .  C o m p a n y  C  w a s  l e d  b y  W i l l i a m  R .
H e n r y  a n d  w a s  o n e  o f  t h r e e  c o m p a n i e s  o f
m e n  s e n t  t o  t h e  n e w l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  F t .
D a v i s ,  o u t  i n  W e s t  T e x a s  a l o n g  t h e  D a v i s
M o u n t a i n  R a n g e .
A t  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  C i v i l  W a r ,
S a n d f o r d  e n l i s t e d  i n  8 t h  I n f a n t r y  o f  t h e
C o n f e d e r a t e  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a ’ s  C o m p a n y
K .

N e x t  m e m b e r  t o  s u p p o r t  a  T e x a s  R a n g e r  w a s  S a n d f o r d ’ s  d a u g h t e r  M a r y
A n n  “ M o l l i e ”  B r o w n  W r i g h t  ( 1 8 7 1 - 1 9 5 8 )  w a s  m a r r i e d  t o  t h e  f a m o u s
R a n g e r  C a p t a i n  W i l l i a m  L .  “ R a t t l e s n a k e  W i l l i e ”  W r i g h t .  C a p t .  W r i g h t
h a s  a  l o n g  c a r e e r  w i t h  t h e  T e x a s  R a n g e r s .  H e  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  w h o
w a s  a b l e  t o  m a k e  t h e  c h a n g e  f r o m  h o r s e b a c k  m o d e  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n
t o  t h e  a u t o m o b i l e .

F i r s t  s o n  t o  j o i n  t h e  T e x a s  R a n g e r s  w a s  G r a t z  D .  B r o w n  ( 1 8 7 5 - 1 9 5 0 ) .
G r a t z  e n l i s t e d  i n  1 9 0 0  w i t h  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  f o r  a  s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f
m o n t h s .  G r a t z  w a s  i n  C o l o r a d o  C o u n t y ,  T e x a s  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  v i o l e n c e
t h e  w a s  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  R e e s e - T o w n s e n d  f a m i l y  f e u d .  T h i s  f a m i l y
f e u d  i s  o n e  T e x a s ’ s  l o n g e s t  r u n n i n g  a n d  b l o o d i e s t  t o  d a t e .

S e c o n d  s o n  t o  j o i n  t h e  T e x a s  R a n g e r s  w a s  C h a r l e s  B u c k n e r  ‘ C B ”  B r o w n
( 1 8 7 5 - 1 9 3 9 ) .  C B  e n l i s t e d  i n  1 9 0 6  w i t h  C a p t a i n  J o h n  R .  H u g h e s  a n d  w a s
p a r t  o f  t h e  F r o n t i e r  B a t t a l i o n  C o m p a n y  D .  C B  l e f t  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e
F r o n t i e r  B a t t a l i o n  i n  J u l y  o f  1 9 0 7 .

G r a n d s o n  E m a n u e l  A v a n t  “ D o g i e ”  W r i g h t  ( 1 9 0 1 - 1 9 8 9 ) .  D o g i e  w a s  t h e
s o n  o f  C a p t a i n  W i l l  W r i g h t  a n d  M o l l i e  B r o w n .  B o r n  o n  t h e  T e x a s -
M e x i c o  B o r d e r ,  D o g i e  f o l l o w e d  i n  h i s  f a t h e r ’ s  f o o t s t e p s  t o  b e c o m e  a
T e x a s  R a n g e r  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  B o r d e r  P a t r o l
O f f i c e r s .                                  

Research and story by Nicki Stohr


