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While a group of American colonists were
adopting the Declaration of Independence
announcing their departure from England
and King George, a group of twenty-one
Spanish colonial soldiers were keeping
watch in what was then known as "El Fuerte
del Santa Cruz del Cibolo" or "Fort Cibolo" 
 initially established near present-day
Sutherland Springs. 

El Fuerte del Cibolo was erected to help
keep watch and provide protection over the
precious livestock in the many ranches near
and along the Cibolo creek between Bexar
and La Bahia (present-day Goliad). 

July 4th, 1776
by Anthony Delgado

W E S T E R N  S H I N D I G

COUNTY CLERK QUIZ

BUY YOUR BRICK AND
TOUR THE JAILHOUSE
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According to the Texas State Historical Association's Handbook of Texas, El
Fuerte del Cibolo existed between 1734-1737 and again from 1771-1782. In 1780,
Spanish Texas Governor Domingo Cabello petitioned to have El Fuerte moved
from its location near Sutherland Springs to a more strategic location further
south. Today, a historical marker near Kosciusko recognizes this fort and its
history.

The twenty-one men on duty at El Fuerte del Cibolo on July 4, 1776 are listed on
the graphic below: 

El Fuerte's exact location near Sutherland Springs has yet to be confirmed.
However, clues exist that may help researchers discover yet another gem in
Wilson County's rich history. 
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Historical Presence

In August of 1946, Louis

Savoy, a skilled brick mason

and plasterer, was working

on the County's library

(current Archives building)

when, according to the news

account of the time, he fell

from the scaffold, hitting

his head on the concrete

walk which proved fatal. 

Mr. Savoy was a life-long

resident of Texas. While his

residency in Wilson County

only lasted just over a

decade until his passing, his

presence may have never left.

Just a few weeks ago, while Sandra Smith, the Wilson County

Archives librarian, was reading this article, her daughter told 

 her she saw a "figure" cross the hallway near the Archives'

restroom. Sandra's daughter was unaware of what she was reading. At

the time, Sandra and her daughter were the only ones in the

building. Well, they were the only ones that were alive in the

building.

Have you experienced such phenomenon elsewhere in Wilson County?

Where was it? What was the occasion? Did you tell anyone? 
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Got Tickets?

You do not want to
miss this opportunity
to spend a great time

with about 600 of
your closest friends at
the  Floresville Event
Center. The musical

entertainment will be
by Freddy Cruz and
the Noble Outlaws.

Contact Viola to
reserve your spots (or

volunteer)!



Don't forget to get
your silent auction to
Ruby Manen. We will
have lots of exhibit

space. 

Have a favorite dessert?

Consider donating it and others at
the upcoming Floresville Opry and
Western Shindig. Contact Viola
Henke to learn more about how you
can help make these two fundraisers
a tasty event. 
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Save The Dates

Note: Society Meetings will be held in the County
Courthouse, 2nd Floor Courtroom until further notice!

2nd Saturdays - Jailhouse Museum Tours
9:00 AM - 3:-00 PM

Wilson County Jailhouse Museum

W C H S  T H E  J O U R N A L

July 15 - Western Shindig
Floresville Event Center

Doors Open at 5:30 PM

July 18 - Membership Meeting
6:00 PM

"El Camino Real" by  Dave Regan
County Courthouse

August 15 - Membership Meeting
6:00 PM

"Railroad History of Wilson County" by 
 John Reed

County Courthouse

August 3 - Floresville   Opry
Wilson County Expo Center

Doors Open at 5:00 PM

September  7 - Floresville   Opry
Wilson County Expo Center

Doors Open at 5:00 PM



Be sure to check
out our Website
and "like" our
Facebook page

facebook.com/wilsoncountyhistorical society

https://www.wilsoncountyhistory.org

Have you
visited the

Wilson
County
Clerk's
Official

Records Site?

https://wilson.tx.publicsearch.us/
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In Volume C, page 394 there is a deed that was entered into
the records documenting the acquisition of how much land,
to whom was the land granted and when was the land
originally granted?
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Have you purchased your brick yet?
You can leave a legacy for generations to
come and help preserve our historic County
Jailhouse Museum when you purchase a 4x8
brick paver. The pavers cost $100 and you
have three lines of 20 characters to tell your
generational grandchildren to come that you
were here and contributed to saving this
historic landmark. You can contact Neila
Hopkins or Viola Henke for purchase
information.  

Have you taken a Museum Tour?



Tours of our Jailhouse Museum are offered
every second Saturday from 9:00 AM -
3:00 PM.  

Be sure to sign up for the special
paranormal tours. It's an experience you
will not forget. 

W C H S  T H E  J O U R N A L


